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NJDOT was in the forefront as it 
partnered with the New Jersey Automobile 
Association at the Florham Park 
Headquarters to mark World Health Day 
2004. 
lts'sponsor, the World Health 
ganization (WHO), simultaneously 
nched its annual event in Paris, France, 
on April 7. The WHO theme for this year’s 

f campaign is “Road Safety is no accident.” 

: There is an absolute nexus between 
th and the need.for gréater safety.on. 
our highways,”.said:Gommissioner Jack 
So Every year, around the world, an 
: 2 million people die in motor 

crashes and 10-15 million people 
njured i in these crashes.” © 
Iam proud to say that under 
or James) McGreevey's ‘Safety 
/ initiative, we are making a dent in 
ort and long term safety needs of our 
aways,” he said. 
The good news about New Jersey is 
that road fatalities were reduced this year. 
Pedestrian fatalities fell 18 percent and 
motor vehicle fatalities fell 3 percent in the 
past year. 


“New Jersey is one of only seven 
states in the nation that had a reduction 
in motor vehicle fatalities, but we will not 
rest until all motor vehicle fatalities are 
down to zero,” said Lettiere. 

According to WHO and the Pan 
American Health Organization, the key 


factors and policies needed to prevent 
injuries and deaths on the road are 

those concerning alcohol, ee 
speed, seat belt and child ane 
restraint use, road design, f 
environment and standards, 


vehicle design and trauma 
management. New Jersey 
seems to have most bases 
covered. 

Municipalities 
conducted special 

World Health Day 

child seat checks 
throughout the state, 


free of charge, to ensure 


users have installed 
them properly. 
Commissioner Lettiere 
advocates standardization of the seats 
to make the system ” ... as simple as 
plugging in a toaster.” 

NJDOT has undertaken several 
measures over the last year under 
Governor McGreevey’s “Safe Corridors” 
bill including engineering and 
technological improvements, adding 


500 miles of raised pavement reflectors, 
recording driver safety and public safety 


announcements and expanding driver 
education programs. 

Other programs related to road 
safety are the bike and pedestrian friendly 
trails, the Emergency Service Patrol on 
state roads and the #77 Aggressive Driver 
Hotline phone number. 

Often, however, these programs 
require NJDOT workers to remain on the 
roadways for long periods of time to do 
their jobs in work zones. Motorists are 
unaware or inattentive to changes in the 
roadway, and accidents occur. Sometimes 
they take lives. 


NJDOT joined fellow associates 
of the New Jersey Work Zone Safety 
Partnership at their 5 Annual Work 
Zone Safety Awareness Conference and 
New Technology Showcase in the Trenton 
Marriott Hotel on April 1. 
As Partnership members, such as the 
NJ Asphalt Pavement Association, the NJ 
Police Traffic Officers Association, Rutgers 
Center for Advanced Infrastructure 
and Transportation, the 
m, Federal Highway 
Administration, 
Occupational Safety and 
| Health Administration 
and the American 
traffic Safety Services 
| Association (ATSSA) 
istened, Commissioner Jack 
ettiere delivered this year’s 
message. 
“It may be April fool’s 
ay, but Work Zone Safety 
is no joke,” said Letti€te. 
‘NationalgWorkZone 
“AwarenespWeek is a (imme for 
the transpG#tati Gil famaly to 
recommit itself to increasighg sefety. I know 
because I am reminded of ifevery@ay 
when I look outsidgeatiyy Waisidowsat the 
NJDOT Employee Memorial. Lidtonors 32. 
of our employees killed in th@ine ar auty 
— in work zone accidents.” 
Continued on page 3 


Supervising Planner Andy Swords 
will put his award-winning paper to 
good use on April 29. 

Its official title is “An Analytical 
Framework for Prioritizing Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Investment — New Jersey 
Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan Update, Phase 2.” 

“We will be doing training sessions 
to selected people in our Department, 
people in the Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs), counties and NJ 
TRANSIT to show them how to use the 
plan,” said Swords. 

The paper won a Transportation 
Research Board (TRB) award and was 
published in Transportation Research 
Record because 
it highlights the 
excellent work 
being done by 
practitioners rather 
than researchers, 
and presents a 
good premise 
and guidance for 
statewide plans to 
include pedestrians, 
according to 
TRB Committee 
on Pedestrians 
ee yest Drake. 

Bicycling is fun; walking is fun. 
The State of New Jersey wants its 
citizens and visitors to walk and bicycle 
safely and conveniently to where they 
want to go from wherever they reside. 
The plan helps fulfill that need. 

“The purpose of the paper 
was to document the research and 
development of a master plan,” said 
Swords. The Master Plan update began 
in the summer of 2001 and has specific 
recommendations for improvement 
and an inventory of bike facilities in the 
state, like bike lanes and signed bike 
routes. The original 1995 plan is also 
updated. 

According to Swords, some of 
the major components of the plan to 
satisfy the non-motorized needs of 
New Jerseyans include: 


an inventory of existing and 
proposed bicycle facilities, on 
and off roadways; 

a database of bicycle and 
pedestrian trip attractors where 
non-motorized trip demand is 
high; 

identification of priority bicycle 
corridors through estimates of 
demand for bicycling and the 
bicycle compatibility index, 
which states the Suitability of the 
roadway for bieyclists based on 
lane widths, traffie and speeds; 
and, 

an analysis of pedestrian 
priorities, including the barriers 
to foot travel. 

No man is an island and Swords 
was not an exception when he worked on 
the Master Plan. 

“We havea Project Management 
Team (PMT) that has guided the project 
from its inception,” he said. “The PMT 
includes representatives from each of 
the state’s thréé\MPOs: Lois Goldman 
and Ron Tindall from North Jersey 
Transportation Planning Authority 
(NJTPA), John Madera from the Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Commission 
(DVRPC) and Mike Reeves from the 
South Jersey Transportation Planning 
Organization (SJTPO). 

A larger Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) included 
representatives from agencies and 
bicycling groups. NJDOT representatives 
on TAC are Al Tavares and Ray Jacek 
from Project Planning and Development 
and Elise Bremer-Nei from Bicycle 


projects to fix 
to school. 


and Pedestrian Programs. 

Swords said that many people at 
NJDOT provided technical advice and 
assistance. He listed John Allen, James 
DeRose, Ira Levinton, Robert Miller 
and Simon Nwachukewu of the Bureau 
of Systems Development and Analysis. 
Sheree Davis, NJDOT’s Bicycle Advocate 
and Judith Parrish of the Bureau of Systems 
Development and Analysis did an overall 
review. 

Contributors to the Bicycle Facilities 
Inventory included Local Aid District 
Managers Joseph Jagniatowski, Albert 
Maiocchi, Robert Werkmeister and 
Steven Moy. Charles Grill of the Bureau 
of Systems Development and Analysis and 
William Riviere of the Office of Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Programs helped with data 
collection. 

Swords is already working on the next 
steps in the Master Plan. The Executive - 
Summary will go to transportation agencies, 
counties, municipalities, advocacy groups, 
bike clubs and the general public. 

He said that the Master Plan 
Document will be completed in May and 
will be distributed to the same groups. 
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» South Region crew receives safe work zones award 


Something new has been added to the According to Bill Kingsland, Executive Assistant at South 
Edgewater Park Maintenance Yard. When the Region Headquarters, the crew handled the safety rather than a 
Willingboro Police Department, Fraternal order police officer, which allowed the incident to be cleared quickly and 
of Police Lodge #38, recently presented Crew 432 safely, and allowed the local police to resume their normal duties. 
with a plaque for creating “safe work zones” during emergency Crew members include Nicholas Fascella, Charles Teschko, 
situations, crew members promptly made the plaque a Allan Roberts, James Lewis, Scott Ainsley, Larry Lewis, Pat 
permanent part of their facility. Ivanitski, Doug Ridgway, Mohammed Ali Hossain and Ken Miller. 
Motorists tell Governor North Region is a ‘port in the storm’ 
“Viva New Jersey!” was the call of the Rosado family received. Supervisor Joseph DeVita and his crew brewed 
to Governor James E. McGreevey when they described their them fresh coffee, arranged motel reservations for the night, 
experiences with NJDOT employees on January 27 during a drove them to the facility and picked them up the following 
major snow storm. morning. 
En route from Pennsylvania to New York on I-80, they “You have gone a long way in showing what the 
found driving impossible. “Even tractor trailers were pulling Department and Region are all about,” said Aram Mardekian, 
off the road,” they said. The Knowlton Rest Area on I-80 was Executive Director, Regional Operations North. 
the only place to find shelter from the storm. “You guys and gals are simply the best and meet the 
They were pleasantly surprised at the welcome they needs of the motoring public.” 


Lado is Assistant 
Commissioner 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere recently 
announced the appointment of Tina Lado 
to Assistant Commissioner for Government #* 
and Community Relations. 

In her new position Lado will oversee 
the offices of Legislative Liaison, 
Congressional Liaison, Community 
Relations and the Commissioner’s 
Correspondence. She has served as Deputy “sciiza 
Chief of Staff since joining NJDOT in 2002. Lado 


Commissioner, Route 29 Tunnel win awards 
The Professional Engineers Society of Mercer County Program since 1993. 
chose NJDOT Commissioner Jack Lettiere and Route 29, a key The 1.8-mile Route 29 Tunnel project, which completes the 
Department project, as this year’s award winners. Trenton Complex area, was cited as Project of the Year by the 
Commissioner Lettiere received the Government Service Society. 
Award for his work as the head of the NJDOT since December Owned by NJDOT, the Route 29 tunnel project illustrated 
2002. The 28-year career NJDOT employee is also Chairman the Context Sensitive Design approach to planning and designing 
of the Board of Directors of the NJ TRANSIT and the NJ transportation projects while partnering with local communities. 
Transportation Trust Fund Authority and sits on the boards Addressed during the process were landscape, natural resources, 
of the NJ Turnpike Authority and the NJ Highway Authority. bike and pedestrian facilities, safety, security, maintenance, 
He has managed the Department's $2.6 billion Capital parking and community issues. 
N J DOT jo : n S Continued from front page 
Employees at NJDOT have paid special tribute to died in work zones. 


These include not only work zone workers, but also 
otorists, pedestrians, law enforcement officers, public safety 
ficials such as fire fighters and paramedics and children. 
This memorial, which is sponsored by a charitable entity of 
ATSSA was the exhibition’s centerpiece at the conference. It travels 
ionwide to communities to raise public awareness of the need 
espect and stay safe in America’s roadway work zones. 
DOT subcommittee members for the conference included 
inther, Lee Steiner, Dave Bowlby, Charlie Phy and Tony 


fellow employees who have paid the ultimate price with the 
construction of the Employee Memorial walkway, gardens aid 
plaque that holds their names. In May the plaque a e 
more name, Kyle Kristensen, a Drawbridge Operator™#ho jas 
killed on the Victory Bridge in Perth Amboy, bringing 
to 33. 

In addition, the NJDOT Employee Memorial 
headed by John Spedding of Landscape, will subm 
names for placement on the National Work Zone Memorial, 
which honors the thousands of men and women who have 
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Traffic on Route 4 in Paramus, about 14 miles from Manhattan, is nonstop. 

Finding a way for repairs to withstand the constant grueling wear, and at the 
same time save money, was a challenge met by one NJDOT group. 

Supervising Engineer II Robert Sauber of Civil Engineering, Pavement 
Management & Technology, received the assignment to review a proposal by the 
contractor. Sauber knew the proposed technology could not be used unless they 
investigated the pavement conditions. 

Using the heavy weight deflectometer (HWD), Sauber and Project Manager Sam 
Salim, Sr. Engineers Mohamed Abouakil and Robert Blight, Civil Engineer Trainee 
Javier Estrada, Principal Engineer Jerry Hulcul and Project Engineer Tom Sohn set to 
work on the pavement evaluation. 

The HWD is a device for measuring the response of pavements under simulated 
wheel loads and calculating their structural capacity. It has become the standard of 
practice for pavement design. 

After thorough analyses of joint/ crack performance, back calculation of 
pavement structure / subgrade values and locating voids beneath the pavement, it was 
determined the pressure grouting technique proposed by the contractor was not the 
correct treatment for the pavement. 

“We're saving the Department $85,000 by doing the work in-house, and I have 
confidence in the results,” said Sauber. 

“Using another type of treatment would potentially create much worse 
conditions for this particular pavement costing the department more money in the 
future,” he concluded. 

There were added benefits to the analysis. 

“The new pavement design that was developed can be more easily constructed 
by the contractor and will save time working on the roadway, which will minimize 
traffic delays,” said Sauber. 


Mohamed Abouakil, Robert Blight and Javier 
Estrada use the heavy weight deflectometer 
to evaluate pavement on Route 4. 
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| Leroy Kuhlthau, after 40 years, Project Engineering 

| Construction; Peter Anastos, after 37 years, Project Engineer 

_ Surface Design; William Cleland, after.36 years, Mechanic 

_ Helper; William Cramer, after 36 years, Crew Supervisor 
Hwy. Maintenance; Kevin McCann, after 26 years, Hwy. 
Construction & Bridge Repairer 1; Karl Blum, after 25 years, 

| Project Engineer Electrical; Nicholas Bitetto, after 23 years, 

Construction and Maintenance Tech 3; Jasmer Singh, after 19 


years, Senior Engineer Transportation; Egbert Morris, after 15 


years, Truck Driver Single Axle 


Former NJDOT employee Carlos Raul Pizzaro died 
November 26 in Trenton. Survivors include his mother Luz 
R. Serrano, daughter Adalisa, son Carlos, his sister Luz V. 
Serrano, brothers Hector and Angel Serrano and a grandson. 

NJDOT Investigator Joseph J. Paxia died February 3 in 
West Long Branch. His wife Patricia, sons Joseph and Marc 
Anthony, his parents John and Antoinette, sisters Rosemarie 
Rapka, Josephine Polskin and Gina, nieces and nephews 
_ survive him. 
| Retiree Lester (Buster) Lambert died February 8 in 
_ Middleville. His sons Lawrence and Daniel, his mother 
_ Ann Frolich, a brother Edward, grandchildren and a great- 


grandchild, survive the Swartswood Fire Department member. 


Retiree Doris M. Clayton died February 9 in Trenton. 
Survivors include her sons Robert G. and Donald R., 
grandchildren, sisters Joyce Seabridge, Betty Carter, Audrey 
Yost and Lorraine Shive. 

Former NJDOT employee Olof H. Jansson, Sr. died 
February 17 in Newton, Pa. His wife Jane Hooper, a son Olof 
Jr., daughters Elise Holtier and Kristina, and grandchildren 
survive the U.S. Navy veteran. 

Retiree Floyd R. Munson died February 19 in 
Stratford. The U.S. Air Force veteran is survived by his wife 
Dolores, daughters Dr. Bridget Bernardi and Elizabeth and 
grandchildren. 

NJDOT employee Barry James Hill died March 8 in 
Trenton. Survivors include his mother Catherine Keane Hill, 
his sister Charlene and nephews. 

Retired Engineer Edwin Jones, P.E., died March 10 in 
Trenton. The award winning engineer, who was designated 
Engineer of the Year by the Professional Engineers Society of 
Mercer County, and was listed in Who's Who in Engineering 


April 2004 


Retirees 


March — 2004 


John Zeho, after 38 years, Supervisor of Right of Way 
District Appraisals and Review; Jonathan Wilson, after 27 
years, Construction and Maintenance Tech. 2; Gerard Malara, 
after 19 years, Bridge Operator; Thomas Cochran, after 17 
years, Maintenance Worker 1 Transportation; Peter Nagy, after 
17 years, Landscape Tech.; Frederick Seaman, after 10 years, 
Engineering Tech. 2 


: Obituaries 


from 1982-2004 is survived by his wife Doris, his daughters 
Janine and Judith, his brother Harold and grandchildren. 

Recent retiree Barbara L. Cousins died March 19 in 
Farmingdale. Her son John Seeman and her brother Ira 
Matthews, Jr. survive the former Management Technician. 

Retiree Rocco Robert Schiavone died March 26 in 
Trenton. Known as “Rocky,” he served as chauffeur to severai 
Department commissioners, including Louis J. Gambaccini. 
Survivors include his wife Claire, his son Robert Rocco, his 
daughter Maria, his sisters Mary Seitz and Angelina Marchetti 
and grandchildren. 

Retired heavy Equipment Operator Larry Hayes, Sr. died 
March 29 in Ewing. His wife Jacqueline, son Larry, Jr., brother 
John Roy, sister Helen, adopted son Pedro Colon, a grandson 
and nieces and nephews survive him. 

Retired Heavy Equipment Supervisor Joseph H. Cleary 
died April 5 in Sanford, NC. His wife Mary Marie, several 
brothers and nieces and nephews survive him. 

Retiree Thomas R. Eanes died April 10 in Mount 
Holly. The Trenton firefighter is survived by his daughters 
Kate Standing and Judy Larson, his son Thomas R., Jr., 
grandchildren, sisters and brothers. 

Former Division of Motor Vehicles and NJ State Highway 
Department employee Erminia Conway Weis died April 10 in 
Trenton. The 1928 graduate of Rider College in Lawrenceville 
is survived by her sons Dr. Francis J., James A., daughter Mary 
Ann Azzaro, her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and her 
companion Ervin Weber. 

Retiree Vincent DeBonis died April 12 in Trenton. His 
brother Antonio, sisters Rose Koval, Mary Migliacio, Lucy 
Valetto, Erma Weaver, Gloria Riggs and Arlene Rubino and 
his caregiver and friend Renee Washington survive him. 


t 
i ct 
‘ ¥ 
) A 
i 
I 
y \ 
‘ 
} 
= 4 
i 
' 
j i 
i} i 
4 
fi 
; 


